i 4 
5 f 


Vf i 
(ps 


A Yeah, exactly. Vim 
# Wow. That's why I WR 
thought you 
should see it, ‘ 
Suzie-girl. d 


Although 
since my group oF 
brainiacs split ofF Y 
J, from the Baxter ™ 
m4 Building think tank, this 
me feels like fraternizing 
with the enemy. 


I thought your 
enemy was the \ 
phallocentric military- ]/ 
industrial complex, 


Sure. That's 
why we bailed on 
you--you've all got 
S.H.|.E.L.2. stamped 
on your butts. 


'/ anyone see 


what came 
out of this 
thing? 
Yi) 


7 Nope. When we 
found it, I rigged up 
a refrigeration 
unit. But the boys 
unplugged it for 
' Steir giant TV. Next day I 


come down here 
f and--y'know--this 
bird has flown. 


So how are 
things between 


‘ you and the 
round-headed 
SS UY Se 
Tor 
: so muchimore Listen, I'm gonna get 
e Well, T'll this tissue sample over 
We wire soar ) - peut take a leaflet to the Baxter Building. IF I 
en while. a = iF you've got »& find out what it belonged 
: one. to, I'll call you. 


You'd have 


Y Nowwe're 
{ taking things 
| \ “I slowly. 


All of it! 
Every last 
pica-watt! 


Ca 


Coming 
r-right up, 
Phin. 23 


Yes!!! 
That's it! 
That's it! 


Lock those 
settings! Lock 
them right 


--reports that 
our state capital, Salem, 
has become the home to 
Oregon's first ever The team 
super-hero team. known locally asN 
SS Salem's Seven, 
S - has already 
saved two 


...and also made 
themselves useful 
when a burst water 
main inundated 


downtown's Frederick 


street area. 


Something 
to do with 
you guys? 


No way. We 
mind our own 
business. And 
Salem's got, like, fi 
three people 
and a dog. 


They need 
super heroes 
like the Pope 
needs Viagra. 


Well, I'll 
be in touch, 


_ About the 
| tissue samples. POF 
Nice seeing you, 


Something you've 
touched, then. 
Something you're \e) 
close to. 


Pats se 


ee] Close enough so 
=| that you still 
’ smell of it. 


Y Possibly 
you. 


(| think so. 
oN 


A 
Tl miss this )4 
place. I really [ 


arn. We have ¥ 
to grow. 


Me gs 


Bl We have to be \ae 
so many more. > 


Oh God. 
Josie came 
on to you 
again. It's not 
my fault I'm 
So what'd : . irresistible. 
they want |S ~~ 
to see you 


Anything 
cool going on 
- : a . where You 
Something \ 
biological. ) 


© BANTER BUILDING 
mae. Notmuch, | New YORK CITY. 


of experiments 


T 
running. Te \) 


I know, 
Reed. 


Johnny and 
Ben? 


Haven't seen 
them in an hour 
or so, now that 
you mention it. 


I guess 
they're playing 
N\ video games or | 
\ something. j 


Well, I'm 
coming in sub- 
orbital, so I 
should be with 
you in about 
an hour. 


Okay. 
How about 
this? 


Yeah, that looks ~ 
perfect. Where'd 
you find it? 


Storeroom G. 
Reed's got about 
five hundred 


Y Iguessheuses (SS 
‘em for bookmarks 
or something. What 
are the rules 
again? I've got to burn 
right through the 
center of the steel 
slab, boil the 
edg-- i 
Soft- 
boil the 


--and light the 
match. Inside of 
a minute. 


And if I do it, you have 
to wear the diving 
Suit all day. 


That's what U! 
Pong 


--you'd 
better check 
those oxygen 
tanks. 


couldn't aA — 
have been BY” Absolutely . a 
us. not. on 


But maybe 
we should split 


paPnno K 
ST 
Non arg 


re ~— Mi 4 
See, Reed. Thank }\ 
| you. di 


i wi | -~we 
Did you bring 


Be Well, maybe I X 
BRON can strew palm any palm 


leaves in your leaves? —_— 
, . ph\\\ ) } 
4h Ly 
Oa 


Or press 
the elevator 
button so you 
don't have to 
transfer your 
baggie to the 
other hand. 


Can I dive 


Seem you ahand with 


your stufFP 
er 18 


although, \ 
since you're ft 


--I guess 
you can tell 
me how this 

happened. 


: 


=f 


Sure. Or else 


you could just 
nN takeawild /e 


ee | \\ 


Seriously? \ 


AN 


So what is } 


could talk 
about--well, 
about us. 


About where 
we're going. And 
whether you're going 
\ to give me another 

D chance. 


= £2 


e as Perhaps... 
I already Y| ina sense. 
explained what | 


happened. ’ 
Y Andi ~ etn, 
believe you, a ‘ 
ied | 
{ {eat it leaves me | 
feeling. There area 
\ ] _| thousand 
{ a. \ Wy, | scents here. 
| A toa, ’ A thousand 
j tS skeins of 


" thought and 
power. 


ZB ‘ Good morning, 


| ma'am. What brings 
- you to the Baxter 
Building today? 


Oh man. 
m Suddenly-- 
sunshine! 


I'm here to 
see Poctor 
storm. 


Please take 
your eyes off my 
chest and look 

at the I.D. 


Reel your 
tongue in, 
Sorsky. Try to 
be professional 
for once in your 
damn life. 


I'm calling } 


dibs. = 


Uhh--if you'd like Way 
to wait in the 


4 lounge, ma'am-- 


Colonel-- 


I'll page 
him and he'll 
come right 


Thanks, but 
don't. I'd rather 
take him as I 
find him. 


In my right hand, ordinary tool-grade VA 
steel, with a melting point of 1,375 In my lert 
degrees Celsius. crystal-lattice 
vanadium. Melting 
point four thousand 
degrees. Now here's 
my question. 


When you pour enough V --what happens to 
heat into thistomelt a, ceiling joists that 
gare made out 


Umm--I'm gonna 
go out on a limb here 
and say “nothing 
good." 


Jeez, Dad, 
you've made 


your point. 


It's not like 
someone got 
killed or 
anything. 


Johnny, your powers are 
an awesome responsibility! 
Don't you understand 

h 


They're not 
a toy for you 
to play with! 


It was an 
avoidable 
mistake. 


My God, son, 
iF you can't use 
the brains you 
were born with-- 


I'm Professor 


Harkness. i 
typical of your 


management stule, 
Doctor Storm? 


Harkness. Agatha. 
I assume you were } can honestly 
expecting me. say 1 wasn't. 


Then go and read 
your emails, Doctor. 
Specifically, those from 
the Triskelion. 


I'ma cocial | 
psychologist. 
I'm here to 
review your 
program and 
report back to 
S.H.I.E.L.D. 


Report on Fitness for 
what? purpose. 


My goalisto % 
optimize this 
facility to meet 

a the needs ofits 


Pa 


--it's time 
they were 
taken in 
hand. 


Lh 


Doctor. Ihave Wy 
the broadest 
possible 


To the point of 


absurdity. Thatisa 


MH point of view, 
certainly. 4 


potential and wasted 
Opportunity. 


ast 
ef Wasted??? 
We've achieved 
, astonishing things. 


4 Working 
A with astonishing 
: \ resources. & 
Some of whom 
are my own children. 
My contribution to 
this project-- 
7 f 


RICHARDS VW 


vA 


/i® PEUARIS 


wa 


/ a kind that 
Is deeply Wy ‘ Vey /- precludes 

personal, \ / any real 
objectivity. 


But you'll be 
allowed to stay in 
your post pending 

my report. 


May I use 
this office? I 
really need to 
make a start. 


” Do you mean 
« { scientifically-- 
— or personally? 


Do you find there's a 
tension between the 
two, then? 


s Well, not : 
ei unless there's--if 
things aren't... 47 


“ ves.And 
things haven't 
been, have 


You and 
Susan went too 
deep too fast, 
and now you feel 

like you're 
drowning-- 


That's a pretty 
ridiculous metaphor. 
And I seriously doubt 
it's based on anything 


But it doesn't in that file. 
really matter Th FP 
what my sources ) 


re, does it, = 
a fe. The fact is 


that you've made \ 
some serious 
mistakes 


s And mistakes 
cost us. In money. 
In public Opinion. 


Make any 
more--and the 
axe falls. 


I mean, I'm built 
like a tank, but 
thinking'’s not 
my-- 


No, I'm not really 
part of the think 
tank, as such. 


I'm fine, 
thanks. 


Nothing to 
discuss. 


| iis 

/} } i | 

} 4 3 gt ~~ 
Liye WY 
a y / (\W\ 


Extraneous to what? 
No, I wouldn't say 
that at all. 


Well I'd say that's my 
business, wouldn't 


I'm kind of-- 
like--logistical 
support. Yeah. 


S.H.I.E.L.D. is 
opening up a 
dating agency 


"_-hitting things 
- until they fall down” 
aN capacity. 


> i / 
Youwant to ¥ 

go ahead and 
ask me what 14] 

color panties | /}/ 
I've got on, i 

while you're 


Get out , j 
of my face, 
lady. i/ 


fe 1) 

Bet + J) 

he "i rN ae Ney a Sa as, 
“e XY 


fi ’ i 
as x 
Q n 
LJ 
Lf 
iy 
74 


| 


I'm 
ready for 
you now. 


any Nit 


az MAMMA WIM 


Harkness is 
crazier thana 
box of frogs. 

-\ Are you okau? 


f Nothing I 
can't handle. 


iy n ( = ; 
by wrecking ’ a | By burying 
the joint?_4%) | myself in my 

T aah | NS work. 


Well, yeah. But not 
in a psycho-with-a-can- 
of-gasoline kind 


But it must 
take extraordinary 
strength of will to 


control a power 
like that. 


Ai) FZ 
S ll ye 


someone else, 
maybe. I'mon J 
top of it 


V/A f . Y Isthis ¥ 
ff Hj aad { eS Ay y \ oe 


(, 


Massage and \ i= a, Lae i still don't 
relaxation ; “wes , seem very 
er relaxed. 
cope. | Sig iy ' Perhaps if 
Td like to teach \ agent rag 
you a few basic ohe Walek 
techniques. 


Genetically this thin 
is more like a lizar The cells 
than a bird. But the merge as well 
cellular structure is as split. It’s like-- 
flat-out crazy. we've got fusion and 
fission going on at 
the same time. 


No, scratch 
‘flat-out crazy." \nsert ' 
“anomalous.” can't even 
imagine what 
that would look 
like at the 
phenotype 
level. 


Pinhead 
4, Buttes sample 


Primary | 
j observation 


But I'm 
hoping to 
find out-- 


--when I 
grow one of 
my very own. 


--leaving gaping 
holes in the building's 
structure. 


~. Eyewitnesses 
were unable to describe 
» the source of the strange 
energy blasts, but they've left 
this 50th street colossus 
close to collapse and 
threatening-- 


[| aa 


around the corner. We 
could practically 
walk it. 


es 7 In Midtown 


onaFriday? |__> 


Nel J > t 
\ ee 


i ' 


7 There it is. 
My God, what 


Does it 
matter? 


Come on, 
let's do the 
hero thing! 


We're being 
pulled down to 
ground level! 

Ican't-- 


ae ae 
a 
NR —= 
HNN 
| o 


ek 


on £ C ~ oe m * 
/ ! 


Holy crap! YB 
Sue! 4 


Whoever 
pulled that 
little stunt is 
gonna be needing 
afullbody | 
transplant. 


Are we meant 
to be impressed, 
monster? 


& 
& 
Ut 
£0 
Lo 
pu 
» 


ba er --you're going S42 : ; ahs shot my : : 
want to pla 2 alae sister out of t \ 
hero here eke, \s ie air wacmee wee get bitten \ 
a 274 ee want dibs onthis by something | 
: rescue? with foam on |] 
LAX _ itslipse 7 


a heard what 
ma 2=l've got to 
say. Stand # 
aside. 


7 Pick a building. ¥ 
I'm going to 
bounce you 


/ Try.We ¥ 
might as well  f _ 


settle this [ag 


Hey! 


4| Let's not, } 
okay? 


That apartment 
block is about to go. 
Someone's got to 
evacuate it before 
that happens. 


' It doesn't 
matter whether 
that someone is 

you or us. 


You made Y 
a wise choice, 
little boy. 


Now go. IF you're 
still here when we get 
done with this, we'll 
teach you a lesson 
you won't forget. 


7. ‘ ~ 


Apotential disaster 
in the Midtown area was —~ 
averted today when the 
Seven--the new super- 

kids on the block--stepped in |& \ 
u to save the inhabitants — 
of this stricken building. 


Is ws 
\ . 3 
¢ Ny QW 7 


- 


\ 
od 


Team leader Alpha oa» Pa rh ? 
Dog lifted aside chunks ae ie a 
of fallen masonry 4 


| weighing several tons-- f~ --while GhostWare led 


‘ | residents to safety through igs 


solid brick walls, and the 


= Penultimate used his robotic S 
enhancements to turn himself [x 


into a human rescue winch. 


Neuropath's emotional \~ 
induction powers calmed 
people's fears and 
prevented a panic 
stampede. 


Afterwards, Primal 
Screamer and Filament 
carried out a safe 
demolition of the 
dangerous structure-- 


t/ 


: Synchron pulling = 


--with teammate 


— 


duty as a crowd 
barrier. 


It's not yet known what 
caused the damage to 


the building. Local police (ee 


are investigating. But 
one thing is clear... 


super-team made 
themselves a lot of 
friends today. 


Seriously. Next 
time we go out, I'm 
gonna paint muself 

green so no one 
recognizes me. 


That was 
\ humiliating. 


Do you and Ben 
think we should have 
idiots while the 
building fell down? 


Hey, I Know 
we got the moral 
high ground, 
Reed. 


But couldn't 
we have hung around 
and picked a fight 
with them after 


Wait, Johnny. 
That's your dad. 
With Professor 
Harkness. 


— 
This is a research V True. It is. But the Fantastic Four 
facility, not a have already been deployed in 
combat resource. 4 combat situations: against the 
fs <Kree, the so-called 'Liberators,” 

and even the demon hordes of 


® 
ie 


legitimate to 
test their 
psychological 
readiness for 
battle. 


& 
ie 


LS sas 


..seriously doubt that We 4 
this was what S.H.I.€.L.D. y 
had in mind when they 
sent you here. 


Then why send : , 
apsychologist, "t\ interpret 
Doctor Storm? Don't my brief as I 
try to second- see fit. 
guess me, please. 


And speak 
of the devil. 
Here they 
are. 


Listening to 
the grown-ups 
tear pieces off 
each other. 


Stress/ V7 Iwant to 
conflict explore some oF 
analysis. the things that might 
interfere with your 
effectiveness 


, as a team. 


How are you defining 
= “effectiveness,” Professor 
" Harkness? S.H.I.E.L.D. 
é \ doesn't even have a 


mission statement 


for the Fantasti 7 . 
al ahs aoe LF A Our self- 


s esteem is 
We're the ‘Waly ‘ ~~ fine. 
by-product ~ 
of a Failed Wao won't need 
experiment. A A ~9 to visit it 
q “i for long. 


Conference room seven, 
in half an hour. There's no = 
threat here--toany Think of me 
OF you. as an auditor 
of psuchic well- 
being. 


T'll stick 
with the word I 
was already 
thinking of. 


does not. He 
just thinks 
he does. 


From S.H.|.€.L.0.'s 
point of view, this is 
part of a duty oF 


eee “is IF you're to be 


considered as a combat 
team under S.H.I.E.L.D.'s 
jurisdiction, then you mustn't 
be put into situations 
you're not equipped 
to deal with. 


AS ee i 


an opinion on 
this, Reed? 


So--who 
leads the 


I don't even 
see the question 
as valid. Ben and 
Johnny aren't 
employed by 
\ SHIELD. at 
2 = all. ¢ 
Sue and I get 
research funding 
in exchange for 
development and 
exploitation rights. 
Period. 


Anyway, £ 
combat teams W 
fight, don't 


As opposed . 
to, say, running 
they? away from 
fights. 


Is your contribution 
to the group effort 
fully valued, 


< Johnny? 
And how 
{| does that 
make you 


| i To pursue an 
1 analogy, you and Ben \= 
IF I don't like | pe \. 


Hey, I don't 


t | are grunts here. 
complain. something, I : 


I ; i ony Disempowered. 
change it. That's + tie Expected to do as 
—\ the way lam. 4 ae you're told. 


es 
In a ‘hitting things 
until they fall down' You had 
capacity.” \ a life once. 
Aspirations, 
outside of 
this place. 


HOw 
Is your i } would you 
situation x if characterize 
humorous, what you have 
now? 


I--look-- 
what do you 
want me 
to say? 

f Some days 
are okay. Others 
I'm holding on by 
my fingernails. 


iy Move on “Qi 
to someone 


else, would /# 


Are you We 


Cs 
Well, asa 
do you think of crude but --does he 
Reed's leadership useful rule solve more 
abilities, Susan? ¥ of thumb-- 4 problems than 
; he creates? 


trying to 
make ushate /# 
A one another? 4e 


i/ = Certainly. What 


wy 
\ 


~ 
SN) 


a SA 


Do you 
want a serious 
answer, ora 
sound-bite? 


Narrow 4 
down the | 
question. 


truing to 
ascertain how 
much you hate 
each other 
twisting and 
exaggerating } 
everything. A 


\i/ S.H.I.E.L.2. requires 


Your brother 
| your cooperation 


Po) iemmmers one. 
~. = es \' | ’ i} 

feels ignored and Sag ire NY | hd 

undervalued. Ben mo = } Mf, ) j with this process, 

has just admitted wt & esi / th) Susan. 

to severe sce eae Noe \ j i} ) 
depression. - oe - | } WE 
Reed has iy : : — ; 
recently been é \ > "gh ‘\ 


S.H.I.E.L.D. 
can go play i 
the cause oF et ting ‘ 
two potentially : 

disastrous 
encounters with 

alien life 


Am I 
missing 


Reed. It's as bad 
< as it was. 


</ I'mworking 
7 onit. Tdon't 
a 


A i} 
ss) ‘ 

So you feel a sense V7; } 
of guilt for Ben's i £ 
condition, Reed? j 

ti]! 
i) 


nt 


M ‘ IF 
yo | Also, Professor \ 
) i j Harkness, I feel a 
| / ( deep desire bs 
qi make you ea 
‘ ¥ pi that clipboard. 


The clipboard's just a prop. 
T'll write my report after I 
reach my conclusions. 


And you'll all 
get to see it. But 
that's enough for 


This place 

throbs with == 
power. saa 

Concealed behind 

every wall. Running 

in pipes and wires 

and conduits. 


p 


But there are 
threats here, 
also. Both subtle 
and obvious. 


7\ Machines monitor 
7S) every room and 
7] corridor. Match 
faces against 

digital memory. 


Coiled in batteries. 
Crucified on grids. 


Respond to ’ 


pressure. 
Movement. 
Body heat. 


In flesh and 
muscle, too, it 
pools unused. 


We like it better 
in that form. Alive. 
Warm. Easy to 
digest. 


We could betray ourselves 
before we even realized we | 4 
And that must not be. 
We must stay hidden 
a little longer. 


Incoming 
call. Josie 
Hart. Nursery 
Two. Salem, 
Oregon. 


Hey, Suzie Ss. 
How are things 
in the flihrer- 

bunker? 


Sorru, 
Josie. Not 
much to 
report. 


I'm no closer 
to telling you what 
came out of that 
e@gg you found. 


Okay. Thanks. 
And, umm--how’'s 
your love 
life? 


This thing 
isn't made of 
organic 

molecules. 


It's mostly 
nitrogen and 
hydroxyl 
compounds. 


Bizarre. And 
unstable. How 
does it keep 
from falling 


About the 
same. 


Except for 
the getting 


better part. 


Short answer? 
It doesn't. \t's 
constantly breaking 


\ apart and recombining 


in arepeating 
pattern. 


It's trapped 
in a fission/fusion 
cycle. 


So we're looking 
for something that 
breaks into pieces 

and then gets 
better? 


Well that's 
what the little 
baby one on 
the petri dish 
does. 


So how's the 
research 
going? 


frustrating. Uf 
Brain-fusingly I « y 


forward, ten 
steps back. 


having the / 
time of your Y ?} / 
lifer 


Y Pretty 
much. 


--give me 
another 
chance. 


ever wonder 
how she got 
that way? 


every intense 
relationship 
changes 
you. 


Youstartto * 
fit yourself to the 
contours of the 
other person. To 
become one half oF 
a double act. 


You can't even 
fight it, because You just think 
you don't know it's = "wow, this is fun. 
ag Sule ai But where did 
sees it. i DH 
You don't. — life ges Y 


I never 
wanted to 
change you. 

You're amazing || 
z as you are. . 


you want, Reed. It 
just happens. 


——— 


--istobea 
little bit more like 
Johnny for a while. 
A boy in every port. 
Love 'em and 
leave ‘em. 


thinking, 
maybe, what 
I need-- 


--but you're ty 
not nearly shallow Vj 
and superficial 
enough for me 

right now. 


MMF SA 


AUN) rat 


This is hard a ay 
enough for me / 
already, 
without 


interrupt 
some erotic 
fantasy, 
Susan? 


( transport 
awaits. “ 


It's more 
a question of what 
G.H.ILE.L.P. wants. 


What Captain 
Danvers wants. ttoldher 
7 that you had 
fay misgivings about 


the work I'm doing 
here. She thinks 


f you need to see 
| ia the bigger 
a picture. 


Cs ee ae 


she rubs your ” Just your 
shoulders? as shoulders? 


CVA 
ASA 4 
WAVAVAY, 


Man, get 
your mind out 
of the sewer. 
She's a 
psychologist, 
okay? 


She signed 
the hypocritical 
oath and 
everything, so she 
wouldn't-- 


ss 
Hah! 
Got it! Look == 
a at this! 


So who was just over in 
Oregon visiting those ex- 
Baxter Building juvenile 
delinquents at 

Nursery Two? 


I don't know 
about you, but 
I'm sick of being 
a grunt. I think 
this smells, and 
I'm going to 


last week's 

issue. < 

5 Last week 
those psychos 
were living in the 
Pacific Northwest. 
And now they just 
happen to pop up 

in Manhattan? 


Sue's lab, 
to start with. 
I Know she brought 
some stuff back 
from that trip. 


You're 

going to ask 

her what she 
found? 


“On the other hand, 
maybe we'll get lucky. 


You really 
think it's going 
to make a 
difference to 
me what Captain 
Danvers says? 


I think 
you should 
keep an open 
mind. 


“Maybe she'll be out, 
and we can just raid | ; 
u Amazing as 
her files. it may seem, 
— there are things 
you don't 


_ae 
know. 


They followed 
me back, didn't they? 
I thought that was 

too biga 
coincidence. 


Is that 
why you're 
here? Because 
Sof them? 


About how 
recent events 
tie together. 
For example-- 


--the Seven 
and your trip 
to Oregon. 


Coincidence * 
usually has an_ 
engine driving }, 
it, Susan. 4 
- Some 
/ unseen factor 
that sets 
all the other 
factors in 
motion. 


This isn't the 
. Triskelion. / 


The Triskelion 
isn't safe right 
now. Wait for 
me. 


T'll just be 
a moment. / 


--predicting 
seasonally unusual 
highs of eighty-seven-- 
ZCLICKE--took my hand 
that lovely creature, 
yes she said, yes she 
said--7CLICK£--I 
was working in my lab 
late one night, 
when my eyes 
beheld-- 


There's no 
way you're 
getting out of 
this alive. 


You Know 
that, don't 


So close 
your €yes--— --and we'll 
4 try to make 


it quick. 


instead? 


© 
e§ 
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ga 
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38 
=u 
H 


(me 


Neuropath 
doesn't need 
to touch 


SA VtisA Sea Oe 


Seven on 
one, and you 
still can't 
touch me. 


You people 
{ suck so hard, 


You put 
up an okay 
fight, for 
a girl. 


But all 
good things, 
you know? 


Let's not a 
drag it out 
more than it's 
worth. 


Oh, for 
the love 


esis I had her 
already. I had 
her cold! 


No, Alpha 
bog. ran be sure she sinks. 


4 
Tsim 


Wh-what? 
How did you 


She said-- 
she wants Arelationship 
something that will be safe 
casual. because it won't 
mean anuthing. 


“4 You got that 
look, Reed. Last 
m= =6puppy dog in the 
¥\ shop window. Rabbit 
] in headlights. 
Little bit 


Ididn't say \y 
anuthing, 
~ Ben. 


That there's : 
no such thing as 
safe. Man, even I 

Know that. 


IF you open . 
up to someone, | is 
stuf happens. 


yy 


e 
TZ 
iy ice 


Mia 


Did you 
have a bad 
dream? 


= 
=f Your first 


ae 
ap [ 3 
hf Pea! question ought 


= tobe "Why am I 
y ‘ 70 
iii 


still alive?” 4 


“ The answer 
| to that explains 
both of the 
others. 


: ey I was beginning 
d| to think you'd 

‘Ya, suffered some-- 

aw 4 


( 
“And usually it's not 
Seay Stuff you can really 
q control." 


NOV WAS 


I'm still 
havingit: \ 
Why am Lin 
your bed? 


A . 

Y The body- 
matrix machines 
here were able to 

A heal most of your 
) wounds. 


But they 
can't work through 
clothing, so I took \ jx 
the liberty. Your Ki 


A & costume is over } 


va 


(| 
heey 


CP 
<=) 
C 


The--the water. 
Thit the water, 
and then-- 


™ 
gOS 


Lwas ina fight, 
wasn't I? I-I'm 
starting to 
remember. 


The only 
thing I could 
think of was 
to bring you 


Professor 
Harkness set 
me up! It was 


Why? Why 
did they attack 
me? It makes 


I don't know : 
Y anything about that. 
When I found you, you'd 
been badly beaten. You 
looked as though you 
might die. 


I appreciate 
the rescue. But 
Ihave to get 
back now. 


And would 
you mind Keeping 
those hands 


Get back? 
That will be a little 
3 complicated to 
& arrange. ¢ 


You mean I'm 4 
a prisoner here? 
Are you a part 
of this? 
MY ridiculous, 
XX Susan. 


Don't be 


Ijust mean that 
you're further from 
home than you 


I can call 
you a cab, if 
that's what 
you want-- 


--but I think it 
will take a while 


to get here. 


. yy, as Ss eee 


te 


N S \\ Z \ i i 4 Its proximity is 


overwhelming. 


\e t é i. : Telling us to move 
Events : \ | Move now. 
converge.}-— al |i). aS AON Na 
A, ONAN i\\% : ~<. f ! i 
a | i, LE 7 


We sense what 
we need. Living. 


Puls Warm. 
‘ T NK 

at 

= ¥ exponentially. 
aoe 3) AS : : 4 , Multiply beyond 

Yi Sy | ia ‘ counting. 
sys F ‘ ) He e y m7] 
eh se \\GW Wes _ , Sy Fill the-- 


You must think you're 
dealing with idiots, 
Professor Harkness 


7 \F that's 
really your 


Doctor Storm. 
Are you perhaps i aaa 
carrying professional ‘ / 
jealousy a touch 


ie 
"Check with 
GH.ILE.L.B.,” you 
said. "My remit 
comes directly from 
the Triskelion.” 


it is. It's just that Lknow, because X 
every data entry I compared the 
that refersto You fije tables. Bu 
was originated at 
the same time. 
Three days ago. 


Are yeu \ “ i - . Cuff her 
suggestin ‘ am hands, please. 
T hacked Digi \\ om And search her 
S.H.I.E.L.D.'S Pp } \ \\ om for weapons. 

\ computers? ’ 


Not just that, 
} although that's 
pretty scary in itself. And re-routed 
Somehow youalso my phone solgot 
blocked every a busy signal 
message I sent. every time I tried 


a 
I don't Know who ~ 
you are, but I Know 
you're dangerous. And 
I'm taking no 


to call the chances. 


N 7 You should have 

tlt VL 4 4 pup sa 
making a a We decapitated me 

ees mistake. Lo and ground my 
OR body downto / 


Nothing 
else ever 
has. 


We ruled the 
world's oceans. 
The Lemurians 
ruled the land. y 


Y Thatwasthe 
treaty, and the 
law, for nine 
millennia. 


Then what? * 
Did you have 
a War or 


And now 
you've caught 
it too. 


ee ~~ _; . 


Excuse me? 
With a career > 
criminal who pulled 
down the Atlantean 
equivalent of the 
fp, death penalty? 


bff You're 
‘ asking for a 
jl lot of trust, 


, aa I'll show we 
| you what Imean. & \\ 
e SN Get on board. N 


Y 


4 


see this, or else 
your civilization 
will Fall. 


And you'll 
go down with it. 
Which would be 
a terrible 
waste. 


(f rwear AY y 


this i q Liar’s 
= Liar's cicicauewraes 
! crown--dah 
dah daaaaah-~ 


Professor 
» Harkness! 


Johnny. I'm 

sorry to cut 
pee you off in Full 
ND 


zp 


"But your 
y¥ singing does 
something to 


you mean 
the FFP 


Just you. Your 
resourcefulness. 
Your courage. 
Your fi 


And don't 
try to use 
your powers. 
Not yet. 


I'm going to 
want everything 
you've got to 
give. 


So was this 


the downtown 
apeace --or are we 


way out in the 
‘burbs? 


Y Youdocasual @ 
/ very well, Susan. 
But I Know how 
you feel about 
me. 


My sense of smellisa 
thousand times more 
finely tuned than any air- 
breather's. And your 
excitement has a very 
distinctive 
scent. 


What I said 
about the hands? 
Goes double for 


the nose, Namor. 


This is the 
temple district. 
The friezes here were 
4 something like a 
\ community notice 

board. 


All the 
major events in 
| Atlantean history, 
: captured in 


Including 
the last 
one. 


We called them 
Tan-ed-Drul. 
Dragons-of-Seven. 
The Greeks just 
called them 
Hudras. 


They're 
telempathic. They 
feed on emotions, 
especially emotions 

of love and gratitude. , 


4 The egg! The egg that 
hatched in Oregon! I 


saw exactly that : 
pattern in its cell SA 
structure. 


They reproduce 
asexually, multiplying 
by seven each time. To 
49, then 343, then 


: Legend gave 
them seven heads, 
but the truth is-- 


| stranger than 
that. P 


They could be 
either one or seven 
beings. They switched 
from the monad form 

to the cluster 
form at will. 


Splitting . \ ‘ j : 2,401 and so on. 


and re- 
combining, 
endlessly... 


We thought 
we'd wiped them 
out. But one of 

the old bio- 
alarms went off 

about a week 
ago. 


So I went 
hunting. 


Why? IF they 
live on love, 
what makes them } 
so dangerous? 


The process has 


! to be triggered by 


a massive, explosive 
release of energy. 


One of them 
nested here. Ina 
district that was Take 
avs You want 
home toa million zoKnowhow 2 od 


go 
of my people. 4 atiantis fell, p !OOK 


Susan? 


Rca ONE MILEBELOW 
~ <DINHEAD BUTTES, 
ON. NURSE 


ag Nice. 
Very nice. 
Good work. 


bic But isn't it 
ay iE a little big for 
fe a vacuum flask, 


F i on SN Sl Magdeberg ey ae 
100 below Bi Se == 


A |, atmospheric. ia 


t Ponce you've : i ey a ; 
Y got a vacuum this aa ; Hi, Reed. What 


strong, you can j aN an can I do for you 
use it to-- y h es My = that doesn't take 
: Xt , Sa. more than ten 
seconds? 


VY Josie, is 
Sue there 


Sue? No, 
of course 
she isn't. 


She's supposed to 
be going over our 
tissue samples. 


Last I 
heard, she was 
hitting a brick 

wall. 


Tell me 
about the 


} samples. 
his ira Vs 


We found this 
big @gg in one of 
the lower caverns. 
Then it hatched 
while we weren't 
looking. 


None of us isa 
biologist, so Sue 
said she'd find out 

what kind of beastie 
we should be looking 
for. That's all. 


I make when I rip 
a steel door off 


IF she calls 
you, can you let 
me know? 


Tuh! No. 
You're not 
even good 

for her. 


And I 
don't spy on 
my friends, 


a= 


ena a 
SS eS eee 


Josie, please. I'm 
worried about her. 
She left here without 
telling anyone where 
she was going. |f 
you could just-- 


T'll get 
back to 
you. 


That's the noi 
at's the noise No, that's 


a “KROOOOOOM'". 


its hinges. This was more of a 


{ what I heard, ) 
dude. ( | 


i 
i 
=. 


S 
Le aS 
aes 


IF you're 
looking for the 
Fantasti-Car, 
it was trashed 
yesterday. 


Professor 
Harkness. 


Perhaps you 
could tell me which 
of these flying 
machines is the 
fastest. 


200mg of pentobarbital 
into the anterior jugular 
vein. Risky, but quick. 


What have 
you done to 


A 
NY Johnny? 
a een 


you, Mister 
Richards-- 
AN 


--you should 
know better than 
to dip your fingers 
into jars that 

don't have any 
labels. 


It always 
ends in tears. 


oxy 

‘os 

PYOHAEO 

Bo. 8 

SEY aD 

SSPE o 

fEut® = 
SECU <32 
Sam Be) Ce f 
DBOo ODO 
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And it's 
time it was 


stopped. 


itching to do 
this ever since 
we first met 


77 t 


I admit to being surprised. 
The romantic part of the 
date was coming up 


later. 
Don't read VA 
too much into Va & 7 
} it. I'm scared 
and I wanted 
the comfort. 


Allow me 
to comfort 


you some 


more. 
FES 


i #/ One of these 
things is loose 
/\ in New York. And 
} it's sort oF 
my fault. 


followed 
me from 
Oregon. 


7 


“~S S ies ele = 


§ “Idon't know what it wants, 
Wes) but it must have something to do 
RS with what you were saying. 


= 
"T've met it in both of its 
forms now, as Harkness 
and the Seven. And it's 
been sticking really 
close to me. 


ras ae ES 
% 


| 7 Se pe. Li x 
Pas, S 33 
Rw S Needing to find an 
< energy source, so ] 
it can breed. pa 


"So it can free itself 
and transform to 
the next stage. 


| [ BS 


We opened 
up another chamber, 
underneath the one 
where we found the 


egg, and-- --well you've 


got to come and 
look. You've got 
to tell us what 
to do! 


> Phineas said 
we should just seal 
it up again and 
pretend it never 
happened. 


Yeah. That 
was Phin's way j 
of dealing with Let's not 
\ puberty, revisit that jp 
disaster 
site. 


Takea 
look, Josie. 
What do you 
think? 


I--I've 
never seen 
anything 


like this. 


remember 
@ that movie 
sa Alien? 


PINHEAD BUTTES, OREGON. ——-. @reCaie 
peter suLane An wwe do? 
INSTALLATION. NURSERY TWO.” j): 


Well just 
for starters, 
I'm pulling the ff i 
plugonyour ae 
JN giant Tv. / 


IF we can 
power up enough 
refrigeration units, 
maybe we can stop 
those eggs from hatching 
until we figure out what 
todo with them. 


We don't even know 
for sure that they're 
dangerous. 


— 


a Phin, they're 
; fifteen Feet high 
and as hard as steel. FY it 
What do youthinkis BAe 4 
conn sas out ah 
of them, DuUNNY —/eB-bunny rabbits 
rabbits? are viviparous. 
They d-don't lay-- f 


Nl 


e'v 
visitors. 


maa vais 
Could just be a . B 
coincidence. 7 | y . It could be : 
=F Sue coming bac 
with the test 
“a results! , 
: t. It d-doesn't 
| - i _ _|—+ have tobe a 


threat of any 
k-kind. 


7 
y Well said, 
Gus. 


So | 


“But they already 
] Killed Rex and Fido-- | 


“--s0 let's assume 
they're not here for 
milk and cookies.” 


ee ToS 
, oe Pa 
io aS iF Dae 

. Tota. XG Ve 
ae hy 

Shy 

ea 


Talking to the ; 
security mainframe. Reed designed 
Telling it not to —__ these defenses, Namor. 
shoot us down. Believe me, it's better 
You have if we give them a 


your force friendlu wave. 
fields. ae 
—S , 
S22 


Susan, 
what are you 
doing? 


7 Someone 
J found the Baxter's 
defenses less 
formidable 
than you. 


, Reed, who \ 


Bl did this? Who 


did this to 


a Ys They'rethe 
The Seven-- \ same thing. The figured it 
and Agatha same entity. aut after she 


kidnapped me. 


Yeah, like 
Ben said, she 
drugged him, 
) then brought 
r\ him up here 
— and-- 


--is the amazing 
Submarine-Boy 
here with you? 


Harkness is a 
Tan-€d-Prul. A 
Hydra. Namor's 
people fought them 
thousands of 
years ago. 


I need some 
stuff from my lab. 
Then we've got to 

get after them. 
Come on. 


/ Thank you. 
But I prefer not 
to turn my back on 
you, Richards. 


Then I guess 
we'll both have 
to edge along 

sideways. 


thanks for INN 
askin’. 4 


Just hang a 
"scheduled for 
demolition" sign 
on me and get on 
with your 
afternoon. 


Come out, \ 
little children. 


—_ They'll 
%/ burn along with 
everything else 
when we 
multiply. 


Get ready 

{ toslice through 

\ the chain, 

> Sunita. But the 

i sphere's just a 


¥ vacuum chamber, by 
Josie. What can 
it--? 


. Penultimate, 


We don't 
know what 


“ pnd that, boys Cool. Our 
and girls, is why you “ show-and-tell 
don't throw used today is called . 
aerosol cans on a "Too Much TV--Our |S 
the fire. , er Moms Were _ 
5 Phin, ~ 
{ Gus. You're } 
\ up. / 


O-okay. You 
might want to 
cover your 
eyes. 


You should IF you'd fled 
have let us walk far enough, and 
on by, girl. fast enough, 
you might have 
survived. 


But now I 
think we'll insist 
on having your 
companu-- 


--at our 
multiplication. 


--is that as 
gross as it 
sounds? 


_ Liquid 
nitrogen? 


Just for starters. 
Plus Seas as W What ae h 
a catalyst and A i most volatile hig. 
hudrogen salts to i nt {Vay 1) fee explosives got in 
maximize dispersal. y : i VA Sea. I'm 
F~4/)\ |\\\\) 4 Mal alking , cubane, 
y \ nitrocellulose... 


I give up. 

Oh, wait...eight-fold 
symmetry. Eight 
nitrogen attachment 
sites on each 
molecule. 


Yr €xactly. The | e Wait. It's 
Hydra has the }\ 2 ¢ AI made out of high 
same molecular | AR 3 explosives? 4 
structure. a 


p Out of nitrocellulose. 
But one of the attachment 
sites is blocked. That's 
why it uses borrowed 
power when it breeds. 


IFwecanfree & 
up that extra bonding 
site, we'llmake it more SU SSSNay / j / 
reactive. Less : Z fi This feels cool, 

stable. Maybe we can i é you Know? Being lab 
! overload it and ih partners again. 
stop it...giving birth, Working together } 
or whatever it does. towards a-- 


does she see 
in him? 


She is-- ’ 
perfect. So far 
# out of his sphere 
it's grotesque. 
Almost 
obscene. 


I guess Suzie goes for 2 Sr 2 A Doyouwant \ 
guys who are alittle Tr Whe \ to goad me into 
like her dad. eS \' fighting you? / — 


Intellectual... at Fo. et : \e \s ‘Oh man, do Q ‘~~ 
air-breathing... J , v4 N \=< WY Iwantit. But his Vy Bee 

= “ Sg | (eee : : \ \ ain'tthetimeor [jy 2 f 

; : 6 \ \ the place, is it? {iam 


piak See. | 


7 > — 
YY «Not 
convicted yi = 
felons. 2am 


=| nothing for 
time or 


eS 


Ws # After we get Johnny 
= back, if you still want 
to rumble, I'm your 
man. 


blow each. Want 
to go for the 
tie-break? 


geek playground \ 
\ games can 


_f _, Here, I think. 
Filament, tie them }; 
} securely. 


You won't 
survive this, human 
children. But the last } 
thing you see will be 
a wondrous 


The heat from 
our multiplication 
will cause all these 
other eggs to 
hatch. 


There will be 
enough Hydras to 
repopulate the world-- 
and to scour it 
of your kind. 


Wh-what is a ‘ ; > £ 
\ multiplication, ear “f, ” he Probably \ 
; . [a just as 
well. 


d ae did your 

ladever give you , 

a talk? It would have Wim o'awind a blank 

started "Whenaman [i Phin. 
loves a woman a s 


Nursery Two. Namor says 
the Hydra goes back to its 
birthplace to spawn. 


Good enough. 

So--does : And when we 
anyone have a yw e- get there? 
clue where i ——— = - 
we're going? 


We distract the 
Seven. Find Josie and 
the others. Set off the 
nitrogen cascade. 


This thing 
toppled my entire 
_ civilization. 


iy = =Lintend 
my tostay and 
i fight it until 
\ it Falls. 


IFyoudo that, pp 
Namor, you'll And \ike you 
probably die. said to me once, 
that would be 


La Then for 
| Your sake, Susan, 
4 I will consent 
to live. 


{ He's got some 
great pickup 


I'm taking = E 


Se 


"Hey, sweet \ = 


thing, I will 
consent to 
live." 


Well, Kind of. 
Nursery Two is at 
the bottom of 
that hole. Two miles 
down. It's park- 


and-ride. 


Anuthing 
we can't go 
around, we'll 
go through. 


: 
y if Neuropath, a= 
WF) the honors go 
to you. ANG 
y , GF, y v ¥ <4 


Thank you, 
Alpha Dog. Oh 
gods, I'mso Ican't 
excited! , believethis } 
<\ is finally 
happening. 


I / 


you--What's 
happening 
to me? 


You're trying 
to flame on, but The power 
{ your nervous system will build up and 
won't let you. It just — yn until you can't 
keeps storing keep it in 
the charge. _. anymore. 


P ; 3 
} a 
‘\ 
~*~ 
~~ 
“A 
a 


G6 aif you'll explode, 
ek and we''l 
: multiply. / 


Then 


I think I 
may have found 
that distraction } 
you wanted. : 


A bio-alarm, ! 
tuned to the Hydra 
genes: There are L-| 

undreds of them 
here--right up 

ahead of us. 


Along with 
five human life 
signatures. 


v Someone Y 
is attacking VW. 
i the eggs! 


ae Show them ¥ 
| the rule of 
\ SEVEN!!! 


caer 


ares >> 


ry reg - 


‘W/ Looks like 
we Walk from 


exercise Ve 
might do : 
yousome §f# 


Hey, maybe 
I could stand 
to lose a ton 
or two. 
; cuddly. Lots Was 
of girls dig 


Okay, 
nitrogen 
cascade But it will 
take a minute or 
two to reach full 
concentration. 


Then let's 
go get those 


five human life 


signatures. 


Oh, please! At least iF 
I refuse to Sue does it, 
be rescued by there's kind of 
you, Reed. an erotic 


burning up, 
Sis. Get away 
from me. Get as far 
away as you 
can. 


, 
y 


a1 


QD 


Seine, 


pS 


Now it's 
somebody 
else's turn 


“) \ to feel the 


heat. da 


You're an 
Atlantean? That 
makes this even 
sweeter! 


Pure pain 
induction, fish 
bou. Like it? 


Well, it’s 
aise : se} got one thing 


= going for it. 


It's better 
than your | 
conversation. Jz 


busi Shame about 
cannon. ‘the melting } 
point. 


2 


a t GEN 
a 


that was Hi 
\ my line. 48 


Alpha Dog, \ 
Get up! We've 
_\ got to fight 
P them! 


= 
Hah! We're--we're 
doing it ourselves. 
The energy is coming 
from inside us! 


Just a little 
gift from the 
Fantastic Four, 
A Alpha Dog. 


Agift? 


What do 
you mean, 
girl? 


1 tweaked your 
molecular valences. 
Gave you an atomic 
bond you didn't 
have before. 


You like 
explosions? 


my he'd join us on 
the surface. 
‘a 


Because there's 
about to be an energy 
discharge big enough to 
be visible from a couple 
of light years away. 
Where's Reed? 


Alpha Dog, 
this--this feels 
wrong. The energu 
burns too hot. 


Stay with it, 
Screamer. We can 
ride it out. We can-- 


